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Implementation of this proposed sale will
not require the permanent assignment of any
U.S. Government or contractor representa-
tives to recipient.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

——————

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF CONSUMER
REPORTS ADVOCACY

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Madam Presi-
dent, today I rise to congratulate Con-
sumer Reports on 50 years of advocacy
in Washington, DC.

In 1936, scientists and researchers es-
tablished a union of consumers to test
products and give evidence-based rec-
ommendations through what was to be-
come the iconic publication Consumer
Reports. In 1972, the organization saw
an opportunity to do even more for
consumers and for the country at large
by sharing data and insights with pol-
icymakers and making policy rec-
ommendations in support of consumer
safety, fairness, and transparency in
the marketplace.

Fifty years ago, a small team was es-
tablished in Washington, DC, that has
been working with Senators on both
sides of the aisle, with our colleagues
in the House of Representatives, and
with staff at Federal Agencies such as
the Consumer Product Safety Commis-
sion, Department of Energy, Environ-
mental Protection Agency, Federal
Trade Commission, Federal Commu-
nications Commission, United States
Department of Agriculture, and the
Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau—which Consumer Reports played
a major role in helping establish in
2010.

For the past five decades, Consumer
Reports has ensured that we in govern-
ment hear the voices of consumers, un-
derstand their needs in the market-
place, and shape the rules and safe-
guards that consumers deserve.

Consumer Reports has partnered
with me and others to take actions
that not only help people save their
hard-earned money, but also save lives.
Products are safer, our standards are
higher, and consumer protections have
endured, thanks to the extraordinary
work of this organization.

On the 50th anniversary of Consumer
Reports establishing its first team of
advocates in Washington, DC, I con-
gratulate and commend Consumer Re-
ports president and CEO Marta L.
Tellado, along with the past and
present staff and board of directors, all
of whom have dedicated their talents
and resources to creating a fair, safe,
and just marketplace for all of us.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE LEGACY OF
WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE IN IDAHO

Mr. RISCH. Madam President, today,
I join my fellow members of the Idaho
congressional delegation, Senator MIKE
CRAPO and Representatives MIKE SIMP-
SON and RUSS FULCHER, in honoring the
fight that so many waged for women’s
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suffrage by recognizing Idaho’s role in
securing the vote for women in Idaho
24 years before the passage of national
women’s suffrage legislation and by ac-
knowledging the installation of the
Idaho Women’s Suffrage Commemora-
tive Sculpture on Idaho’s capitol
grounds.

Notably, 126 years ago, on December
11, 1896, the Idaho State Supreme Court
ruled in favor of the women’s suffrage
cause when it unanimously upheld the
Idaho Equal Suffrage Amendment. Ac-
cording to historic Idaho publications,
Idaho became the fourth State in the
Union to enfranchise women with the
right to vote and the first to do so via
a State constitutional amendment. Re-
markably, Idaho cemented the value
and importance of women in the Gem
State through a highly visible action
prior to the Equal Suffrage Amend-
ment—the adoption of the Idaho state
seal—designed by a young woman
named Emma Edwards. According to
the Journal of the State senate of the
Idaho Legislature, on March 14, 1891,
the first Idaho State Legislature and
Governor Norman B. Willey approved,
for official use, Edwards’ rendering of
the Idaho State Seal—the only woman-
designed State seal in the country. Ida-
ho’s all-male legislature approved
Edwards’ design, thus enshrining the
importance of women in Idaho’s past,
present, and future and further vali-
dating the important role art con-
tinues to have in commemorating sig-
nificant historical moments in time.

Edwards’ design reflects Idaho’s un-
limited potential, and her depiction
implies that women represent an equal
half of that potential. Edwards as-
signed women’s influence as symbolic
of the ideals of justice and liberty. A
woman’s placement within the State
seal suggests that women are integral
to the protection of those ideals in
Idaho. The inclusion of women in rela-
tion to Idaho’s strongest and most
prominent 1890s-era industries, mining,
timber, and agriculture, position
women not only as recipients of Idaho’s
bounties, but also as essential for the
successful stewardship of these valu-
able resources.

Inspired in part by the Idaho State
seal and the long-fought efforts of
Idaho suffragists to enfranchise women
of the Gem State and to serve as lead-
ers in the fight to secure the vote for
women nationally, the Idaho State His-
torical Society, in partnership with the
Idaho Commission on the Arts and the
Foundation for Idaho History, commis-
sioned local sculptor Irene Deely to de-
velop the Idaho Women’s Suffrage
Commemorative Sculpture. This sculp-
ture, privately funded by the Idaho
State Historical Society and the Foun-
dation for Idaho History, embodies the
spirit and legacy of the women’s suf-
frage movement, universally rep-
resents Idaho women through time,
and pays tribute to the Idaho Women
100 initiative. The sculpture’s nameless
woman walks metaphorically in the
footsteps of those who came before her
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and then hands off her shoe to the fu-
ture generations who will come after
her. Deely noted, ‘‘Fourteen unique
styles of shoes spanning ten decades
represent women through history, with
a single shoe being handed off for sub-
sequent generations to fill.”” The 14
shoes include a pair of contemporary
moccasins made by Donzia, traditional
Shoshone Bannock artisans, to rep-
resent the women of Idaho’s five feder-
ally recognized Tribes. Variations of
boots represent women'’s role in Idaho’s
agriculture and ranching industries
and the military.

On December 12, 2022, the Idaho State
Historical Society will proudly unveil
the Idaho Women’s Suffrage Com-
memorative Sculpture that celebrates
the story of Idaho women past, present,
and future and their impacts in the
Gem State. This new symbol of the
strength and significance of Idaho
women will be the only female figure
featured on the exterior State capitol
grounds. The sculpture’s placement on
the grounds of the Idaho State Capitol
is a statement of the importance of
women to our State, especially in ref-
erence to their place in making deci-
sions that impact us all. We commend
all those involved in this important
project that will serve as one more op-
portunity to commemorate several mo-
ments in time that speak to women’s
suffrage history and the resiliency, per-
severance, and determination of many
in the fight for a singular, focused goal.

——

TRIBUTE TO DOLLY PARTON

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-
dent, on November 5, the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame honored Dolly
Parton as part of their 2022 class of in-
ductees. Anyone familiar with Dolly’s
path to official ‘‘rock star’ status will
remember that, when she discovered
the Rock Hall was considering her for a
nomination, she declined. She told
them she felt she hadn’t earned the
right to say yes.

Never has such universal outrage
sprung from such universal admiration.
Country fans had no time for humility.
Rock fans weren’t having it either—al-
though, to be fair, humility and rock
‘n’ roll go together like oil and water.
Even people who aren’t fans of Dolly’s
music said that surely she was worthy
of any honor bestowed by an organiza-
tion whose mission is to ‘‘engage,
teach, and inspire through the power of
rock & roll.”

By my estimation, this may have
been the first time in history that a de-
bate over a nominee to the Rock Hall
has not devolved into a debate over
what rock and roll is and who should
and should not attempt to create it. I
will not attempt to define it here
today, but suffice it to say that, in six
decades and over the course of more
than 50 studio albums and 3,000 songs,
Dolly discovered the genre’s secrets
and mastered them all.

Twenty years ago, Dolly famously
mused, ‘‘If somebody said, ‘You're
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going to have to do one or the other.
You’re going to have to give up your
music or you’re going to go back to
being poor,” I would go poor, totally
broke, and start over and do my music.
That’s how much I love it.”

On behalf of all Tennesseans, I thank
you, Dolly, for giving so much of your-
self to us. The world is a better and
richer place because of your music, and
we love you for it.

———

TRIBUTE TO GUNNERY SERGEANT
MARTIN ALEMAN

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-
dent, December is always a time of
transitions here on Capitol Hill, and it
is time for Team Blackburn to recog-
nize the transition of our defense fel-
low, GySgt Martin Aleman, away from
the Senate and toward a bright future
rising in the ranks of the Marine Corps.

On the Armed Services Committee,
we spend a great deal of time consid-
ering how the decisions we make in
this building will affect budgets and
workload and our overall national se-
curity; but paramount to me is the ef-
fect it will have on servicemembers
and their families at home and abroad.

Since day one of his fellowship, Mar-
tin has been a bottomless well of infor-
mation about what it is like to actu-
ally serve in the military. His stories
from his service—sometimes enter-
taining, sometimes sobering—helped us
remember that when all is said and
done, each line item in a bill, dollar au-
thorized, and penny spent will change
the lives of the brave men and women
who put on the uniform.

Martin, we will miss you, but I am
sure Casondra is more than ready to re-
claim the time our hectic schedule
stole from you this past year. I wish
you the best of luck as you take the
next step in your already impressive
career.

———

TRIBUTE TO MASTER SERGEANT
JUSTIN KRONENBERG

Mr. CRAMER. Madam President, I
would like to recognize and thank Jus-
tin Kronenberg, my 2022 Department of
Defense legislative fellow, for all of his
hard work and dedication to my office.
He is an active duty master sergeant in
the U.S. Marine Corps with almost two
decades of service. The wealth of
knowledge and professionalism he
brought have been incredibly valuable.

Throughout the year, Justin’s exper-
tise supported me in my role as a mem-
ber of the Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee and particularly as the ranking
member of the Subcommittee on
Seapower. He is a skilled communi-
cator, which has been instrumental in
distilling and explaining many of the
complex policy matters before the
committee. North Dakota had the
privilege of hosting Justin for a week
as he toured our military facilities,
seeing firsthand the great work being
done in Grand Forks, Minot, and
Fargo. North Dakota and my office are
better off thanks to Justin’s service.
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I would also like to thank Justin’s
family for the shared sacrifice and
service they give this Nation. I wish
Justin all the best at his next assign-
ment and in all his future endeavors.
Semper Fi.

———

TRIBUTE TO SRDJAN SIMUNOVIC

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-
dent, this month, Team Blackburn is
saying goodbye to Srdjan Simunovic,
who has spent 2 years with us as part of
a fellowship program between my of-
fice and the Oak Ridge National Lab-
oratory, which is just outside of Knox-
ville, TN.

Most staff here on Capitol Hill dabble
in politics. Even our most dedicated
policy staff tend to have ambitions
that extend beyond their chosen port-
folio, but the position of Oak Ridge fel-
low is special in that it attracts people
whose expertise transcends politics.

It has been such a pleasure working
with Srdjan over the past 2 years and
watching him open my team’s eyes to
the truly marvelous things Ten-
nesseans are doing at Oak Ridge. We
will miss him tremendously, but I
know his wife Marina and son Thomas
will be grateful to have him home full
time.

Srdjan, thank you for giving 2 years
of your life to Team Blackburn. We
wish you all the best with what comes
next.

————

TRIBUTE TO STEPHEN BOYD

Mr. TUBERVILLE. Madam Presi-
dent, I want to honor a great public
servant and Alabamian, my first chief
of staff, Stephen Boyd. After nearly
two decades of public service, we re-
cently said goodbye to this integral
part of our team. When you run for
Congress, you learn that people are
quick to give you advice—especially
when you have had a lifelong career
outside of politics. One tip I heard over
and over was ‘‘hire a good chief of
staff.”

I assembled a lot of teams as a coach.
I could easily tell you what makes a
“good” offensive coordinator or a
“‘good” defensive coordinator. But
when I thought about what would
make a ‘‘good” chief of staff, I decided
I needed someone with three main
qualifications: one, someone who knew
the Federal Government; two, someone
who knew Alabama; and three, some-
one who would lead with integrity.
There were a lot of people who fit the
first two qualifications, but the third
qualification, integrity, was the most
important to me. I was looking for
someone who didn’t just have the
knowledge or skills required to oversee
a Senate office and advise a Senator
who was new to politics. I was looking
for someone who wanted to do the
right thing for the people we represent,
someone who puts the service of others
first. And that someone was Stephen
Boyd.

To simply say Stephen was born to
serve and born to lead would be accu-
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rate. Stephen’s grandfathers and father
served in the military, and his family
is dedicated to their community—but
it would not tell the full picture. Ste-
phen has purposefully led a life dedi-
cated to constant learning so that he
could be a better servant of others. A
native of Birmingham, Stephen re-
ceived his undergraduate degree from
the University of Alabama. He used his
God-given talents throughout his time
in college to lead in many roles, in-
cluding as president of university pro-
grams. Just last year, Stephen was
awarded the University’s Bert Bank
Distinguished Service and Achieve-
ment Award, one of school’s highest
alumni honors. He went on to earn a
law degree at Alabama, and upon grad-
uation, Stephen felt a calling to
serve—and headed to Washington, DC,
to work for then-Senator Jeff Sessions
from Alabama. During his time in Sen-
ator Sessions’ office, Stephen held po-
sitions of increasing responsibility and
served at times in policy and commu-
nications roles.

He quickly earned a reputation for
being able to digest complex policy de-
tails and tell the story of the office’s
work in a way that resonated with Ala-
bamians back home. This is where Ste-
phen began to fully understand the re-
sponsibility that all of our offices have
to keep our constituents informed.
While Senator Sessions served on the
Judiciary Committee, Stephen led the
Senator’s communications through
some of the most crucial moments in
the Senate: Supreme Court nomina-
tions and confirmations. It was also
during this time that Stephen met
Martha Roby. At the time, Martha was
an attorney in Montgomery running
for the U.S. House is an extremely
competitive district. Senator Sessions
asked Stephen to serve his State by
going home and making sure Martha
became Congresswoman Roby. Ste-
phen, of course, agreed. He ran a cam-
paign in what turned out to be the
most expensive election in the dis-
trict’s history, and Martha Roby would
go on to serve in the House for a dec-
ade. After helping her earn her place in
Congress, Congresswoman Roby natu-
rally asked Stephen to help build her
office in DC as her chief of staff.

Again, he stepped up. It was a new
challenge to start an office from
scratch, but Stephen is always willing
to put in the effort to find solutions.
That is one of the things that stands
out most about Stephen: his devotion
to learning. He learns the details of in-
stitutions he works for, the Members
he works for, and the constituents he
works for, all in order to ensure he is
consistently meeting their needs. He
learned quickly how important the role
of oversight is for Congress. And
through all of his roles so far, he has
maintained a great respect for the
power of congressional oversight and
what it means for the American people.
In Martha Roby’s office, Stephen led
his team to investigate the care pro-
vided by Department of Veterans Af-
fairs to Alabama’s veterans. Under his
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